KILLARNEY PARK PRESCHOOL (K.P.P.) COVID-19 SAFETY PLAN
(updated: January 1, 2021)
This Safety Plan outlines the policies and procedures that have been put into place to reduce the risk
of COVID-19 transmission. These measures are based on the BC Centre for Disease Control's
COVID-19 Public Health Guidance for Child Care Settings. Changes to these plans may be
necessary as the situation evolves.
ACCESS TO FACILITY / STAYING HOME WHEN ILL
•

•

•
•
•

•

•
•

Teachers, children, parents, and caregivers must not enter the building if they have symptoms
of common cold, influenza, COVID-19, or other infectious respiratory diseases. They must stay
home and self-isolate until they have been assessed by a health care provider to exclude
COVID-19 or other infectious diseases, and their symptoms have resolved fully.
All parents, caregivers, children, and teachers who have travelled outside of B.C. in the last 14
days or have been identified by public health as having come in close contact with a person
with a confirmed case of COVID-19 will not be allowed in the building. They must stay home
and self-isolate and monitor for symptoms.
If anyone from a child or teacher's household has COVID-19 or other infectious diseases, they
must stay home even if they themselves are well.
Parents and caregivers are required to assess their children DAILY for symptoms of common
cold, influenza, COVID-19, and other infectious respiratory diseases PRIOR to drop off.
If a parent, caregiver or teacher is unsure if they or a child should self-isolate, they can use the
BC COVID-19 Self-Assessment tool, or contact 8-1-1 or the local public health unit. They can
also contact a family physician or nurse practitioner to be assessed for COVID-19 and other
respiratory diseases.
Teachers must assess themselves DAILY for symptoms of common cold, influenza, COVID19, or other infectious respiratory diseases PRIOR to working and sign the daily staff health
check form
Visitors to the facility will be minimized (licensing officer, health department, supportive child
care assistants, ECE practicum students, etc.)
Signage to remind people not to enter the facility will be posted at the entrance.

COMPLETE DAILY HEALTH CHECK FORMS FOR ALL CHILDREN
•
•

At drop off, return a completed and signed health check form confirming that children do not
have symptoms of common cold, influenza, COVID-19, or any other respiratory disease.
Sufficient health check forms will be provided for parents and caregivers at the end of each
month for the following month.

GRADUAL ENTRY
•
•
•

There will be a period of gradual entry at the beginning of September.
Children who have adjusted successfully can come for the full 2-1/2 hours thereafter.
For children who need a little longer time to feel comfortable, the length of gradual entry will
continue until there is a successful transition. The teachers will work with you to develop a
plan.

DROP OFF AND PICK UP
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Preschool doors will be open a few minutes earlier to allow for a staggered drop off.
Parents and caregivers will line up outside on physical distancing footprints.
Only one parent or caregiver will enter with the child. When they come out, the next in line will
enter.
Parents and caregivers must leave immediately after drop off. If they need to talk with the
teachers, they can write down their questions or comments on the back of the Heath Check
Form, or phone the preschool and leave a message.
Parents should make sure their children have gone to the washroom at home before coming to
preschool in order to avoid congestion in the washroom and lobby.
Pick up will occur outside in the playground. If it is raining, children will be dismissed from the
garage at the end of the playground.
Please avoid close greetings such as hugs and handshakes.

HAND HYGIENE AND RESPIRATORY ETIQUETTE
•
•
•
•

Teachers will support children to wash their hands regularly throughout the day.
Children will be taught to wash their hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds
(singing the “ABC’s” or “Thank-you God” before eating).
Teachers are required to wash their hands regularly throughout the day.
When not able to wash their hands, teachers and children will use alcohol-based hand
sanitizer containing at least 60% alcohol.

PHYSICAL DISTANCING
•
•
•
•
•

Teachers will maintain a distance of at least 2 metres from each other.
Since it is not always possible for physical distance to be maintained by teachers from
children, or between children, the focus will be on minimizing the frequency of direct physical
contact instead.
Children who live in the same home do not need to maintain physical distance from each
other.
Children will be taught to maintain their “space bubble” and regularly reminded to keep their
hands to themselves.
Only one teacher and a limited number of children will be allowed in the washroom at any time.
If there are more than the allowable numbers, the rest of the children will line up in the lobby
on physical distancing footprints.

PLAYTIME
•
•
•
•
•

A number of separate play areas will be formed in order to space children apart.
Teachers will encourage children to engage in the social interactions and cooperative play
necessary for their development but to do so at a safe distance.
Toys will be chosen that are either dishwasher safe or easily sanitized with disinfecting wipes
after each class.
Individual high-touch materials will be provided to each child in order to minimize sharing
between children. Each child will use their own tub of playdough and craft supplies.
Individual tubs of water used for water play will be emptied and refilled after each child.

LARGE GROUP / CIRCLE TIME
•
•

Children will sit at a safe distance from each other to maintain their “space bubble” during story
time and large group activities.
Children may be separated to participate in age-appropriate activities.

SNACKTIME
•
•
•

•

Children will eat their own snack in staggered times.
Parents should send a leak proof water bottle or thermos of water rather than a cup.
Parents should send snacks in containers that their children can easily open and close by
themselves, including their snack bags. Please practice this self-help skill with your children at
home.
All items should be labelled with the child’s name to prevent accidental sharing.

OUTDOOR PLAY AND VENTILATION
•
•
•
•
•

Use of playground for various activities will adhere to physical distancing and hygiene
principles.
Outdoor toys will be chosen that are easily cleaned.
Each child will use their own bubble soap bottle in order to minimize sharing between children.
Playground equipment will be sanitized with disinfecting wipes before use.
Adequate ventilation and open windows if possible will be ensured.

CLEANING AND DISINFECTING
•
•

•
•
•

Teachers will inspect the classroom throughout the day and sanitize as necessary.
Common areas (e.g., washrooms) and frequently-touched surfaces (e.g., door knobs,
cupboard handles, light switches, faucet handles, table counters, chairs, electronic devices,
and toys) will be cleaned and disinfected after every class.
Toys will be washed and disinfected after every class.
Toys and objects that children have placed in their mouths will be set aside in a “yucky toy” bin
until they are cleaned and disinfected.
Playground equipment will be sanitized with disinfecting wipes before use.

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE)
•
•

•

Teachers will wear a mask where physical distance cannot be maintained.
Parents and caregivers are encouraged to wear a mask where physical distance cannot be
maintained. Please respect and maintain a distance of at least 2 metres when talking to a
teacher and other parents.
It is not recommended that young children wear masks in particular. Masks can be irritating
and may lead to touching of the face and eyes.

CHILDREN WHO DEVELOP SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19 AT HOME
Parents or caregivers must keep their child at home for a minimum of 14 days from the onset of
symptoms. They must have been assessed by a health care provider AND determined their
symptoms have completely resolved before they may return to preschool.

CHILDREN WHO DEVELOP SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19 AT PRESCHOOL
Teachers will take the following steps:
1. Designate a teacher to supervise the child.
2. Designated teacher should immediately separate the symptomatic child from others in the
supervised isolation room until they can go home.
3. Contact the child’s parent or caregiver to pick them up right away.
4. Where possible, maintain a distance of 2 metres from the ill child. If this is not possible, the
teacher may use a mask if available and tolerated, or use a tissue to cover their nose and
mouth.
5. Provide the child with tissues, and support as necessary so they can practice respiratory
hygiene.
6. Open outside doors and windows to increase air circulation in the area.
7. Avoid touching the child’s body fluids. If you do, wash their hands.
8. Once the child is picked up, wash their hands.
9. Clean and disinfect the space where the child was separated and any areas used by the child
(e.g., bathroom, isolation room).
10. 8-1-1 or the local public health unit will be contacted for further advice.
TEACHERS WHO DEVELOP SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19 AT HOME
Teachers must be excluded from work, stay home, and self-isolate for a minimum of 14 days
from the onset of symptoms. They must have been assessed by a health care provider AND
determined their symptoms have completely resolved before they may return to work.
TEACHERS WHO DEVELOP SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19 AT PRESCHOOL
Teachers should go home right away where possible.
If unable to leave immediately, the symptomatic teacher should:
1. Separate themselves from others and stay in the designated isolation room.
2. Maintain a distance of 2 metres from others.
3. Use a tissue or mask to cover their nose and mouth while they wait for a replacement or to be
picked up.
4. The remaining teachers must clean and disinfect the space where the symptomatic teacher
was separated and any areas used by her (e.g., bathroom, designated isolation room).
5. 8-1-1 or the local public health unit will be contacted for further advice.

